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friends in Germany, and suddenly got himself invested with a public character; 1 think it was either from the Electorate of Cologne, or the Prince Bishop of Liege. On obtaining this rank, he immediately set off for Versailles, where the Court then was, having previously got his credentials acknowledged, before he presented himself.
On his first appearance, it may well be imagined what surprise was occasioned; and of course his old enemies, from curiosity, not affection, surrounded him, and as usual began their congratulations, each equally endeavouring to exculpate himself from having had any share in his banishment. After hearing all they had to offer, he said, " By having been thus exiled from niy country so long, I am incapable of understanding your language now with precision ; but if you will talk with my Secretary here, or any of my train, they will inform me, when I get home, what kind services you mean to me."
His pardon was soon after sealed, and, it is said, by the persuasion of those very Ministers, once his enemies, who were overawed by his being honoured with a public situation.
His house at Ferney was a receptacle for foreigners : and, as every visitor drained himself to entertain him, it is not to be wondered at, that by such a quick succession of the different inhabitants of the globe, he acquired such a universal knowledge of mankind. His salle d manger was very dirty, in general: his servants, when he was alone, often waited in their waistcoats ; and, as he seldom gave new liveries, they who had recently quitted their former places retained their old ones, ande, ever an over-match in genius and politics for these his enemies of State, wrote to some powerfuled to the Order of which the unfortunate Princesse de Lamballe was lor a time Grand Mistress.
